




Simnia patula: 
 

* from 10 to 75 m; 

* from the Orkney Islands to the western coast of 

Norway, across the British Isles and Ireland, the 

Channel Islands, the Bay of Biscay, northern 

France, Holland and Denmark; 

* lives in association with several coelenterate 

hosts: Alcyonium digitatum, Eunicella verrucosa 

(rarely), Tubularia indivisa; 

 



- shell:  

 * roundly inflated; 

 * posterior terminal distinctly projecting, rounded 

 and slightly twisted upward; 

 * aperture very wide with rounded labral edge; 

 * general colour: from plain white or grey to plain 

yellow-cream or orange; 

 * slight development of a callus and darker layer of 

irregular callous matter; 

 * inner wall of the labrum may show a callous ridge 

 

 





Simnia hiscocki: 

* 22-25 m; 

* Hand Deeps, Plymouth area, England; 

* lives in association with Eunicella verrucosa; 

* fragile, semi-transparent, narrow cylindrical; 

* posterior tapering with slightly twisted canal 

widening very slightly along outer edge; 

* slight development of callosity along peculiarly 

twisted funicular region, no funiculum visible; 



* columellar bulge faintly striate, not showing 

any callosity; 

* anterior tip pointed, formed with a long well-

developed and slightly calloused fossular fold; 

* labral edge very thin and fragile, no callosity; 

* last whorl: glossy and  smooth, showing fine, 

regular longitudinal growth lines; 

 



* faint, distant incised striae on terminal 

collars, especially above the slightly 

callosed  funicular region; 

* colour: rich orange-cream; calloused 

along posterior canal and fossular region is 

slightly paler 









Comparison 
 
  

Simnia patula 

 

Simnia hiscocki 

 

Distribution E. Atlantic, North 

Sea 

Cornwall, South 

England, UK 

 

Depth 10-300 m 10-25 m 

 

Host Eunicella sp., 

Alcyonium 

 

Eunicella 

verrucosa 

Mantle branching darker 

lines 

lines and rows of 

darker spots 

 

Papillae sparse, wart-like branching 

 



 

Simnia patula 

 

Simnia hiscocki 

 

Shape of shell oval, mostly broad 

 

very slender 

Shape of posterior 

extremity 

short, wide, 

slightly bent 

rostrate, narrow, 

rather straight 

Striation at 

extremity 

fine, narrow incised, distant 

Striation on 

dorsum 

absent absent 

Shell colour white, lemon 

yellow, orange 

orange-brown 



 

Simnia patula 

 

Simnia hiscocki 

 

 

Outer margin of 

posterior 

extremity 

 

 

developed, bent 

up 

 

developed, 

funnel shaped 

Fossula weak to well 

developed, short 

 

absent 



Simnia patula 

SW England, UK 



Simnia patula 

Le Conquet, Finistère, Brittany, W France 
 



Simnia patula 

W Denmark 



Simnia patula 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia patula 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia patula 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 

Simnia patula 



South of La Rochelle, Bay of Biscay, W France 

Simnia patula 



South of La Rochelle, Bay of Biscay, W France 

Simnia patula 



Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Lundy Island, Celtic Sea, 

SW England, UK 



Comparison 

Simnia patula 

Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Simnia cf. hiscocki 



Comparison 

Simnia patula 

Simnia cf. hiscocki 

Simnia cf. hiscocki 


